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A DESCENT INTO THE CAT-
ACOMBS.

Tu. fullowing thrilling account of a
I'M-m- t iiitu tho Catacombs is from
Will. imC. Prime's "Boat Life in Egypt
itl Nubu," published by Harper it
Brothers :

The descent into the cavern was bv
sitting on the edge, swinging off with
on.' lnml on each side .if ilin hole, nnd
uiopping nito the depths below, whero
a soft bed of sand received us, in ft

the Dlght person of wlimn tho unrlv
consisti d all uUllldilirr in n sfnrmiiirif
posture, while w--t 0ur candlei
inn at ranged lor wn T (nocn,i

niv tarbouche and takea up to Adb-ol- -
Uh, and left my hea bare. Thon
,:,;i T!"H'?l guide,
dywn on face,my holding my can- -
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T "Iincully. constantly bruis-f- f
r?', nC,k " tho Bhnrl Points of

vnllo ftbovo, Je, somo five or six
Z I t gh cn 18 il oilt: bt I ik
VI 80 muoh Woto i woro now able

I
Up. n,,Un in tool'iS posture,

lnlh T.,be,u a mi voi four feet
r Ml, f ii 1US ,ulvncod eight or ton

"rH,"f which Mr. Logh speaks.
?m "i opinion that wo had now nv.",p'l Hist llll.lni. tl, n.. i .

I h.. - mi--' wuii ui mu lorroni.
;J Ii 8I!U o J tho entire cav- -l" Which I aftflrwnriB vtil,..1 Q ..
w ural hssuro in tho rock running un- -p tins point of meeting of two hills,

t ii Wulg tho lino of tho vnlloy be- -
eetf, m Thi8 is of colir. cou-In- n

' "i8 1 llid ot tuko 'l compass
mo,to tlotormino tho courso.

chambor was n small, irregular,
vcrnous room, tho floor of which was
erod with shapeless masses of stone

"it had fallen from tho roof. Over
"Hsso wo stepped with great difltculty.
J- heed not remark that tho darkness

ns profound, and tho air already bo--

5? c,loso tlmt our candles burned
SL H? t,mt ndi ,niin

to hold his own at his feet to
Tm whoro to Bot them. Cross-"- f,

room, wo stopped over a chasm
1 H rouk n,l(1 tlo wallof 1 1(r , ?

wl,
.! ""-bor- , to a point in tho wall

torn
- w .resented a rugged edge, andtins into a narrow doorway, about

four foot high. I call it n doorway,
for it resembles one, though I could
find-n- o signs of nrtificiul origin about
it. It was almost square, and opened
into n sort of gallery, the floor of which
was covered with "broken rock, mid in-

terrupted by huge deep fissures. A
lodge lit the side afforded tolerable
walking for roiiio distance, in a stoop-
ing posturo ; and then wo again lav
down on our faces and crawled through

passage twenty feetin length,entcring
tho largest chamber in the pit.

It was a very irregular chasm, per-
haps seventy or a hundred feet in di-

ameter. Entrance to it was almost for-

bidden by clouds of bats that mot me
in the narrow passage- - through which

was crawling, da hing into my face,
wounding my forehead and cheoks,
clinging by scores to my hair and
board, like so many thousand devil
disputing tho entrance to hell. I can
give no adequate idea of this chamber
of horrors in which 1 now found my-
self. Profoundly silent we had cruwled
along, each man having a fast beating
heart, nnd listening to its throbs ; and
now, as I emerged into this room, the
loud whirr of the myriads of bats wfws

like the sounds of another world into
which I had ieuetrnted. I staggered
forward to a rock, and sat down, when

piercing yell started me to mv feet
rang through the cavern as if the

anh nenai,imgeif wer(. thePe torment
ing some poor soul. lint it was ouly
one of my poor friends w ho were mak
ing their first entrance to an Lgyptinn
catacomb, and had never before en
countered the bats, with whom 1 was
thoronghly familiar. Hie one who was
in advance was overwhelmed by the
army that met him as he approached j

the room.
"What is it ?" I shouted.
''These bats; thoy are devouring

me.
'Push on they'll not harm you."
"My light is gone, and 1 can see

nothing.
"Here is light; conic toward m
had relit mv caudle, which had la en

in the centre of the caern, on a black
it up before

As he room, me.
me, ho howl stuck in

the
by Gods!"

his behind him, and

must been in
' We hundred

now
dirt, (they count-- ; feet,

on and at
of ' the

mvhair. of the the
turned bv the little fellows,

before to Egypt,
an m the world

go in mv .

But the atmosphere, it may be so
this was all '

horrible. It was not an
air to in; there was too much ani-- !

for It was foul, ter-- '
rible. I confess that as I found myself

for breath, long,
deep to
without the right place" in

lungs think every one nnder-- 1

stands trembled for an
at the going It
was au instant, and the

to see ths great
tho sacred animals the

terror
?- "-

"Ya,
if fall down,

give or don't you run.
tho guides hare ordored

them, man by man, as
they come out, if one of them appears
without mo. pour this down
my throat, and mo out to o.

You ?"
Ya Four , I

will do it."
that if I you all die;

that is for, as surely you,
ono the ontranco with-
out mc; is ready for you."

Tho guides had listened attentively,
mwl linvimr conn m mv nistnl in
my trusty dragoman, j

down, thov evorv word of it.
it never to mo until

this moment.
Tho guides all at fault here,
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of it

intense it was
ovon to the had in

thoro was no guido
south, oxcopt of tho

shape rock which was seat-
ed, and its
it Tho reador will in
tho of room was

with of rock,
which wo moved in

ono

luturo if thoro lie,
that it Alio first pass -

goes out tho to
tho right, as outer it. is to
say, right hand wall

you to it, leaping a chasm nt its
is tho

I to It is whol-
ly impossible to at the progress
one is making in such postures,

I think, makes it four
yards. I should think a
was a vory ostimale, but it may
bo as much. The air was now worso,

tho It seemed to be
pure-- The lungs operated
freely, but took no benefit or

from it, while the heat was awful,
md rolled down our
and our and
making mud on our features and hands
with the fine that the at-
mosphere.

At length the passage became so
narrow, that my progress was
blocked. My broad shoulders would
not go and to con-
sider tho matter. holo was
eighteen inches and a little more
than two feet Inch. Mr.

did not pass this. was
oongeu over on my light side,
presenting my body U its way
tip and down, and with all the

of my feet as well as pulling
my hands on the floor and rocky

projections, I forced myself nbout
In this my brandv

llask, which was in my trousers
being under me, was broken to pieces,
and my sole hope, in tho event of a giv- -
iug out of my faculties w as gone. At
tho time, 1 it,

the. occurrence as I called out to
those that followed me; but
1 the accident with a
shudder. only that had
allowed me to myself to at- -

this exploration was a promise
I take with mo,

no one else had done, and if
secure artificial

, It was gone now, and I was
more than a feet
mm mi, ui ii pusbugu umt uiu noi av-- . Known io mo ancients, aim mat sonio
erage four feet by two its entile length. othcroutlctlay those

A push sent me out into a I my way the piles of
more open passage, and a sort of a to ft point w here another
doorway a on a j passage went on, but it was too dilli-lev- el

two fei't hmtr. down cult of to tempt me into it.

rook, holding my face. upright My English friend shouted
emergid into the and for help behind His light was
sight of uttered a gone out and he was literally

of mingled astonishment and terror. hole. returned, touched my
orSathunas, all the die to his, and gave him a to

said friend, tip drag him in a few mo-nn- d

at mc. My appearance ments we were all standing together,
have picturesque, my now some feet,

begriiuincd perhaps five

with and seven bats in ft stooping posture but
ed them) hanging my beard, with a occasionally crawling as before,

net-wor- k and Medusa-co- il w e crept, rough and very
them in I was very little dis- -' low parts gallery and roof

although, coming
scarcely knew animal

disgusting mind.
u

called, of chamber, bevond
description

faint
monia that. vile,

panting and drawing
inspirations, very choking,

"reaching
my I

that, instant
thought of further.

but
desire repository of

overpowered
momentary

"Abdullah
Ilowajji."

"If anything happens;
out, faint, Tell

that I Abd-el-At- ti

to shoot

Do you
drag the

understand
"Aiowah, Howajji. not

"Bocolloct die,
arranged as

of you, attempt
Abd-el-At- ti

bniul
before-- coming

bolioved
although occurred

wero
LwIi'h

..iunaiuuei
i..ILll.t'lltllLH I'XIlllllO

that easy
find way

for, course,
recollection

tho I
bearings, approached

bear
whole

immonso
about

leaving always

explorers, any such
may explain

ago

will

that hesitate estimate.

Hcn-nikc- r,

hundred
thousand feet

lacking ammonia.
nitrogen.

refresh-
ment

perspiration
bodies, soaking clothes,

dust

entirely

I paused
Tho about

wide,
Evidently.

I

pushing
strength
with

eight feet. struggle
pocket,

thought little of laughing

afterwards
remembered

The argument

that would brandy
which
necessary,
thereby.

thousand light

chambers.
vigorous pushed over

mummies low
opened into gallery

Jumpiutr exploration

caught
I ean-"Plu- to

coming through,
looking

primitivo costume, hundred
mostly,

perfect length.as

liarndesH
I

I

however,

I

entrance.

this step I was, for the first time in
nearly u half hour, where 1 stand

began to lift, and I found I was actu-- 1

ally crawling over mummies. There
was just here a sort oi blind passage,
at the side ol the chiel passage, in '

wnicn ine i reucii oxiH-ditio-
n hud

carved their names. The wall was j

eovered with a jet black substance, like
the purest lamp black, which the po.nt
of a knife would scrape oil. exposing
the white rock. Numerous stalactites
hung from the ceiling, all jet black, and
some grotesque stalagmites at the s
of the passage st u'led nie first with
the idea that they were sculptures.
This black, sooty matter I cannot ac-

count for, unless it be the exhalations
in ancient from the crocodiles '

which were laid hero, for wo were at
last in the depository.

The floor was covered with crocodile
lioues and A spark of j

fire falling into them would have made
this a veritable hell. As this idea was
suggested, my English friends, whoso
exjierience in the hole had been
sutlicientlv ahtrming, vauished out of
sight They fairly ran. Having seen
the mummies, and seized a few
ones in their hands, they hastened out,
and left mo with Abdullah and my two
guides. Advancing tho mummies
and up tho hill which thpy formed, I
found that I was in one of the number
of largo chambers, of tho depth of
which it was of courso, impossible to
get any idea, as they w ere full of
mummied crocodilos to the very ceiling.
Thorn wns Tin infinite rtf rwiHiiintinfr the
number of them. When I say
wero thousands of them. not be
thought to exaggerate, after I descriho
the iu which they wero packed
and laid in.

C 'limlliurr t- - tlm fm tho hill .mil
extinguislnng all lights but which

V .t S l i i .i i i ii ti niailO AOliaiiail llOUl YOt'V CaiOItlliy, 1
. ,i . .i J . ,

llfumil 111 llll'nw flflWTI Till, mil III TI1P

that was not loss than twenty feet wido,
and probably twenty or thirty foot
deep.

Tho crocodiles wero laid in rogular
layers, to tail and tail to head.
First on tho was a layer of largo
crocodiles, side by each ono mum-
mied and wrapped up in 0101118. Thou
smaller onos wore laid between tho
tails, and tilling up tho hollows botweeii
thorn. and most curious of all,

hko splints, and then wrapped from
to foot iu u slip of wound

round, commencing at the tail, and
fastened at tho head. Thon small ones
wero mado un in bundles, usually of
oight. and packed in closely wherever
thov could bo stowed. I brought out

tensc-.ilarknos- 8 iu some excuse for this, pile to ascertain was coni-sinc- o

our oight wholly failed to posed, and at length I made ti open-sho- w

a wall anywhere around or above mg botwocn the lnummios and tho
us. Tho men proposed that we should ' celling, which I could go on
sit still, whilo thoy tried various pas--1 furfliqr, doeconding ft sort of hill of
sagos oponiug out of tho room. To thoso dead animals, such aB I had
this I objected, much preferring to como up. In this way I progressed
trust nvyaolf at a, juncturo liko this. In some distance in a gallery or chamber

blackness nut
wo como

of north
or my

of on
as I

mind that
floor tho cov-

ered masses
among
search of outlets,

beyond
to lay

narrow

at

persuade

from

siilt
at

narrow

over

shall

.if
one,

person ou that rock to mark its local- - tho remaining in&tortices wero packed
lty. full of young crocodiles, measuring

trying three passages that led with remarkublo uniformity about thir-nowhe-

I hit on that ono which tho teen inches iu length, each ono
guides pronounced correct, and the stretched out botween two slips of palm-part- y

advanced. For tho benefit of leaf stem, which wore bound to its sides

I is
which of chamber

you That
keoping tho

bring
This chasm of which

guess

largo

faces

filled

through

Lefh

along

tempt

strength

hand

perhaps three,

could

times

muminv cloths.

small

piled

there
I

manner

head
floor

sido,

Thon,

head cloth,

what

through

After

uogu speaiis. i lound it only about moro than a hundred of them, otwJuch
six feet doop. j my friends iu Egypt seiztid on tho most

Tho passago which wo now entered as curiosi ies, but I succeeded in get-ra- ii

so low that I found it necessary to j ting somo twenty or thirty of them to
creep on my hands and knees, and America with mo.
sometimes to crawl, snake fashion, full This layer completed, a laj'or of palm
length. It continued for a distanco branches was carefully laid over it,

spread thick and Rihooth, and then a

beyond

advanced

nuL-um- i iiuu iuiv wumai injur oi
croeodilos was maUg, another of palm

. ..i i 1 ii. ..I- - iimmciios, anti inus connnucu to me
ceiling. Theso j)ahn branches, stems
and mummies lio horo in precisely the
state thoy wero Iwo thousand years
ago. No loaf of tho palm has decayed.
There could have boon no moisture
from tho mummies whatever; or if any,
it had no effect upon the palm branches.

Among these crocodiles I found the
mummies of many inon.

Sitting down on Uie side of the hill,
by the dinl candid light, I overhauled
gods and men with feaeriligious hands
It was a strango, wild and awful scene.
Among all tho picture that my mem-
ory has treasured df wandering life, I
havo none so fearful and thrilling as
this. It was holl, n still, silent, cold
hell. All thoso bodios lay in rooms, in. . i.i .
cioso package, iikb so many soma
damned to eternal silence and sorrow
in this prison, l'lyp uouies ol men
that I draw' out of-th- e mass lay before
me, with their hideous stilhiess and in
action. I dftrod thorn to tell mo in
words the rejto'6ai lfvwhioh their
siiontirowns were liberal; reproaches
for penetrating their abode and dis- -
turbing tho repose of twenty or forty
centuries.

Thoso were of the poorest and most
'

common sort, destitute of any Box.
omul m coarse cloth, and laid in the

ginvo with tho beast that Mere sacred
to thoir god. One I found afterwards
4.. l,,,. ; .,.,(:.. .l .. '

indication of its period, and bore no
marks of its owner's name or position,
much to mv disapiiointmont.

"Let ub go further," I said to tho
guides at length.

"There is no further."
I was satisfied that the entrance we

,1iad effected was not by tho passage

It may lend to an outlet in the desert
hitherto unknown, or that outlet mav
bo long ago covered over by the shift-
ing sands.

AYlmt was tho object of all this pre-
servation of the Nilo monsters, it is
not within the scope of this volume to
discuss. It is nt least a mystery, for
wo know so iittlo of tho Egyptian the- -

ory of a heroaftor, that wo cannot un- - j

dorstnnd what part tho birds and
beasts were to take m tho resurrection.

I crawled out as I had crawled in.
Before I came out from tho chamber
of horror (Mad. Tussaud's is nothiug
like it), I laid tho wreck of my brandy i

llask on a projecting shelf of rock,
whero tho noxl explorer will una it.
J.he chances arc that it will turn up m
mo untisn or rrussiaii iuseum, as
evidence of the bad habits of tho an- -

eient Egyptians, thus proved to be
strong in tleath.

From the llonnd T. Me.

OLD LETTERS.
I always keep my letters, and oeca- -

sionalK.on some ill can autumn or win- -'

ter day, I drag from its hiding-place-"'

for a twelvemonth the little old trunk--!
that for generations has been an heir--
loom in the family, and, bringing it out
1 e o1 my pieasani suiuy, ro- -

'unmitfe the lifeless forms that ho
buriwl within its black sides, and spond
half tho day in walking with, thesu old
friends the dreamy paths of pasted-awn- y.

What cure I though agod trees
creak dismally and wttvo thoir branchos
in speechless supplication for quiot and
penco in thoir declining years, and the
evergreens sigh mournfully as the chil-
ling winds rush through them and stay
not to dally with their graceful loaves
as did tho summer breezas though
tho old houso moan and rock from col-

lar to garret, aud tho rats go seampor-in- g

through tho wainscot at sound of
then niisual tumult 1 1 and my cheer-
ful iiro and theeo old letters aro having

and tho nectar ofa grand ii,

" , .... .
memory lUlS lllddo U1C ObllVlOUS Ot the
outor world to-da- y.

Hero aro packets yellow with timo
that often, deep in the stillness of a
winter's night, have been opened and
counted through t'.e lens of a tear-
drop as thorghta of school days way
from home with gentle counsels and
anxious inquiries after health came
linked with the familiar words. Tho
needed hints in regard to improvement
of time and tho value of money; homo
advice as to the repairing of a garment.
and questions as to whothor others will
last through tho term; cheering words
of comfort among strangers, and as-

surances of lovo and fond romcmbrauco
among tho dear onos, writtou with tho
intontion of lightening tho bunion of
homo-sicknes- s, but from their vory
kindness adding much thoroto all and
more aro familiar as household words,
and need only a sigh of tho hastily
written address to bo called again into
consciousness.

Hero aro packages of later origin,
each marked with tho inovitablo stamp

letters from true and tried friends,
worth thoir weight in gold; letters of
condolence, letters of joy; words of
cheer for darkest hours, of roproof for
vain thoughts and frivolous babblings;
ossays on politics and public economy,
to prove tho wisdom of tho writer anil
tho patienco of the reador; two-sheete- d

craft ladon with ballast and trumpery;
fair missives crossed and
till ono is reminded of tho illustrations
of a sowing-machi- no s unravulablo
stitch: selections of poetry; pressed
flowen ; dunning U tters. Oh, ho that
has no Iittlo black trunk slowed away
in u corner for a twelve month to pull
out on such a dark and gloomy day as
this, never knows tho joy and pleasure
of old letters from faithful anil foolish
friends 1

Here is ono from a pot. the school-i- n

mastoid pit, whi twclvo years

seemed to have united the experience
ami wisdom oi ntuuy woiiK ii ot twentv- -

five with the grace and loveliness of
childhood, and to havo answered the
call of tho Father with p o i i.sarmfuls
gathered in hor short cai uor. Sco how
carefully it in punctuated for the teach'
er's critical oye, and with what earnest
dosiro the short lingers tried to make
straight tho long lines that would go
'Tookedly any way; how after the mas-to- r

has roturncd to his studios, she
writes him, as "Most Digniiiod," "to
do nothiii'x to disgrace the high-soundin- g

titlo of Senior, nor even to put his
feet on tho mantel-piece;- " to beware
of the silken moshes of Love's not ; and
mixc"! in occasionally, burning with the
fire of her lost and newest study, a few
well ehosan&yonah phrases, setting off
thereby nioio fully tlio beauty and puri-
ty other child-Englis-h.

Lovo letters? Of course. That
packet in tho corner thero, none of
these bound with cotton strings or
rubber bauds, but the one tied with a
blue ribbon, a littlo soiled I porccive,
the bare sictht of which arives nie that
dizziness Burns spoilt of. nnd sets me
at the old wuiiderinir whether siimlo
life be not contemptibly selfish and uu
natural. See how tho rollicking words
p() tripping over the tinted page to tho
rarest and the sweetest music that ever
floats through human life; with what
careless grace tho most sedate and di
nifiod letters join hands witli their co
queltish little partners and tiptoo on
as the delicious surges rise and sink.
See those great top-heav- y, tumble
down T's and F's come rolling in, al- -, his ribs, having n most agonized ex-mo- st

staggering with tho amount of pressiou of countenance, but not utter-purp- le

life that haB mountod their j ing ft sound.
brains, as if they had drunk too deeply I immediately and silently assumed
of the strong wine of Love; while hero a similar attitude; and think that from
and there is an A or an N with its feet the relative positions of our boots and
planted firmly, striving to withstand our heads, and our attempts res
with its sober tho mad march train our laughter, apoplexy inns
of its thoughtless companions. have inevitably ensued if a horrible

And so we run through the packet, groau which John gavo vent to in eu-T- he

alphabet is having a grand gala-- 1 deavoringto suppress his risibility, had
day look at that jollv B nearly split- -

ting its sides with laughter and poor
commonplace words r.ro dressed with
most becoming witchery. But stop !

here are some at the bottom of the
package that look more sober, even
downcast The big capitals arc all
strait-jackot- s, and the little cherry let-

ters arc as demure as sicalthy-pace- d,

white clad nuns. 'Tis too much like a
mad-hous- e, or a funeral of a dead hope;
let us tie them up again and lay them
ftwav in thoir corner; and, reader, I'll
carry the little black trunk to its hiding-

-place till I can seo more cleat ly
it grows dark so suddenly these win-
ter days and wait till tho storm howls
less furiously down tho bier chimney
and sends less pitiful wailings through
ovcry crevice and cranny, ore 1 sliow
vou more of its treasures.

J
"r

MY CRUELTY TO MY REL- -
ATIVES.

I had an ohl aunt coming to a isit me
for the first time since my marriage ;

aud I don't know what evil genius
prompted nie to tho wickedness, but I
said to my wife on the day before my
ancient relative's arrival:

" My dear, you know Aunt Mary is
coming Will, I forgot to
mention a rather annoying circum-
stance with regard to her. Sho is very
doaf, and although sho can hear my
voico, to which she is accustomed, in
its ordinary tones, yet you will be oblig-
ed to speak extremely loud in order to
bo heard. will be rather inconve-
nient, but I know you will do every-
thing to make hor stay agreeable."

Mrs. announced hor determina-
tion to make horsolf hoard if possible.

I then went to John T., who loves a
joke about as well as any person liv-

ing ; told him to bo at my house at 0
p. in. on ' tho following evening, and
felt comparatively happy.

While coining from the depot in tho
carriugo with my aunt, I said:

" My dour aunt, thoro is one rather
annoying infirmity which Anna has.
She is vory deaf, and although she can
hoar my voico, to which sho is aocus-tonio- d,

iu its ordinary tonos, yet you
will bo obliged speak citromoly loud
to bo hoard. I am sorry for it"

Aunt Mary, in the goodness of her
heart, protested that she rather liked
speaking loudly, and that to do so
would alford her great pleasure.

The carriage drove up. On the stops"
was my wife in the window was John
T., with a faco as unuttorably solomn
us though ho hud buiiod all his rela-
tives that afternoon. I handed out my
aunt; she ascended tho stops.

" lam delighted toseoyou!" shrieked
my wifo, and tho policeman on tho op-

posite sidewalk started, and my aunt
nearly fell down tho stoop.

"Kiss mo, my doarl" howled Aunt
Mary, ami tho hall lamp clattered,
and tlio windows shook as with fever
anil ague. I looked at tho window
John hud disappeared. Human na-

ture could stand it no longer. I poked
my head into tho carriage and wont
into strong convulsions.

When I onterod tho parlor, my wife
was helping Aunt Mary to take oiflfor
hat and cape, and thoro at John with
his face of woo.

Thoro was silonco for tho spaco of
five miiiutos tho ladies ovidoiitly ral-

lying thoir voicos for a talk.
Suddenly. " Did you have a pleas-

ant journey'i1" wont oil' my. wifo, liko a
pistol, and John noarly foil from his
chair.

"Rather dusty!" was tho response
in a war-whoo- p, and so tho conversa-
tion continued.

Tho neighbors for blocks around
must havo hoard it When I was in
the third story I heard every word
plainly.

Iu tho courso of tho evening, my
aunt took, occasion to say to mo :

' How loudly your wife speaks, Alf
Don't it hurt hor V"

I told her that all deaf persons talk

loudly, and that mv wife, being used to

to

to
dignity

in
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to

it, was not affected bv the exertion:
and that Aunt Mary was getting along
vory nicely with her.

Afterwards my wife said privately:
" Alf, how loudly your aunt bilks"."
" Yes," I said, " all deaf persons do.

You aro getting along with her finely;
sho hoars every word you say;" and I
rather think slie did.

Elated by their success at being un-

derstood, they went it hainnior nnd
tongs, till everything on tho mantel-
piece clattered again, and I was seri-
ously afraid of a crowd collecting in
front of the house.

But tho end wns near. My aunt, be-

ing of an inquiring turn of mind, was
dosirous of finding out whether the
oxertiou of talkuig so loudly was not
injurious to my wifo. .So " Doosn't
talking so loudly strain your lungs?"
said she, in an unearthly hoot, for hor
voice was not so musical as when it
was younger.

"It is an oxertiou 1" shrieked my
wife.

" Then, why do yon do it?" was the
answoring scroani.

" Because becauBO you can't hear
if I don't 1" squealed Mrs. Alf.

" What ?" said my aunt, fairly rival-
ing a railroad whistle this time.

I began to think it time to evacuate
tho promises, and looking around and
seeing John had gone. 1 slipped into
the back parlor. There he lay, ilat on
his back, with his feet iu tho air at
right angles to his body, rolling from
side to side with his lists poked into

not betrayed our hiding place.
In rushed my aunt and my wife, who

by this time comprehended tho joke,
and such a scolding as I then got I
never received boforo, and hopo novor
to receive again.

I know not what tho end would have
been if John, in his endeavors to ap-

pear respectful and sympathetic, had
not given voico to such a diabolical
noise, something between a groan and
ft horse laugh, that all gravity was up
set, and wo screamed in concert

I know I was very wrong and all
that, but I think that " Mrs. Opio on
Lying" herself would havo laughed if
sho had soon Aunt Mary's countenance
when sho was informed that hor hear-
ing was defective.

SLEEP.
Tho simplest processes of nature aro

.. . . ..11.. v. a .l;m. ..ii ..e ..l- -
usually uiu rausi uuiicuii. oi scicnunc
explanation. Nature, though 2orsoni-fie- d

as a woman, can koop a secret well.
She does her work with the quietness
of perfection that is neither vain nor
impatient of observation, and she leaves
us to verify our guesses at hor methods
as we may. And tho larger part of
what is called scienco is still unverified

.

guessing. 15ut tamnt aro men not
easily discouraged. A theory with
them is ofton better than a fact, inas-
much as invention is moro glorious
than discovery; and humility is not a
common scientific grace.

Within the lastfowyears French and
English physiologists havo been en-

deavoring to find out, among othor
things, how wo sleep. Many interest-
ing phenomena of sleep hjivc been re-

corded, nnd various theories proposed,
which neither agree with each othor,
nor offer any satisfactory solution of
the prolJom. All are doubtless col-

ored by tho porsonal experiences of the
theorists, for tho experiences of sleep-
ing are as different with diffcrout indi-
viduals as those of waking. Ono con-

siders sloop a state of "passive conges-
tion;" another thinks it "not a unity
of stato, but a sorios of fluctuating con-

ditions;" one believes that wo always
dream when nsleop; another that
dreams aro but tho doorkeepers of a
mysterious, silont temple. However
thoso things may be, tho most interest- -

j ing, as apparently the most practical
results of theno investigations, aro tho
hints obtained in regard to cerebral
circulation of the blood, and tho means
.. .. . ...... ..n. : i :.. ii... ..i t ,i- -

ui iiuueinig ii in uiu ueuunujiL ui iu -
oasos. Experiments havo shown that
in deop sleep tho blood-vesse- ls of the
brain are nearly empty and almost

It is well known that a "hot
head," that iB, u hoad full of blood, is
accompanied usually by coldness of tho
extromities.and is unfavorable to sleep.
Observing theso phenomena, Dr. Chap-
man, an English physician, concoived
tho idoa of treating certain diseases "by
controlling tho circulation of the blood
in different parts of tho body." In a
pamphlet recently published, ho says:

'T 1, n vrt .1, ui.. ,il tlitit i m in f ii i r

apply
refuses

nuiiuvu mai uus bimpio icuicuy,
plication heat back of
neck, "will or induce sloop." If
this so, Chivpmun entitled
the thanks all wakeful persons and
their for disoovory so

uud plain road tho purga- -
waking visions tho purudiso

sleep.
thq best is avoid tho -

cossity remedies possible. To
this end, do much your work as
you can daylight, and lot your eve- -

hing employments" bo least lighter
than thoso tho morning and after-
noon. If you must read, let tho book
bo ontortaining and not too instructive.
Letalono mathematics and philosophy,
for two good hours before you go to
bed ; any novel will do you less hurt
Half tho palo checks tho childruu

owing to the evening study which
many more advanced schools d.

bed refreshed in mind,
and when morning comes you will find
yourself refreshed in body also. Go to
bed good-nature- d; there aro morn
reasons than one why wo should not
"let the sun go down upon our wrath."
An angry is an unquiet sleeper.

"The halcyon Rtecii will novcr build hi not
miy fitormy breaot;

TIs not enough that hn dogs llml
Clouds nnd darkni'ss In the mind;
Darkness but half his work lll d-
olls not enough, ho mint and inilut too."

Pait.ii Monet in the Ajikiucan 11 evo-

lution. The Albany Argus says: -- Dr.
James Thacher (an ancestor, we think,

lion. George II. Thacher, of this
city) was a surgeon in army of tho
Involution, and, in 1.S27, published tho
journal or diary kopt by him from 1775
to tho closo of 178M. It is a readable
and interesting volume. His remarks,
which wo find under date of Septem-
ber, 1782, concerning influence of
tho Government paper money of that
daj--, have a terrible significance at tho
present time. "Wo copy:

"The continental money having an-

swered thp great purpose of carrying
on tho war hitherto, being depreciated
to a mere shadow, has now ceased to
circulate, by common consent the
people. It had by its extraordinary;
depreciation becomo the banc socie-
ty, corrupting tho morals of tho pooplo
by exciting a rago for speculation
among all classes, llcckless of all con-
siderations of honor, justice, gratitudo
or humanity, tho mechanic, the farm-
er, the merchant, and meir of science,
scrupled not to iuvolvo themselves in
paper money speculations, in which
brothers defrauded brothers, children
parents, thoy in their turn spared
not their children. "Widows and or-

phans whoso annual interest were their
only mipport, impoverished and
ruined. Creditors wore frequently
obliged by tho tender laws to receive
their dues in depreciated money, for
specie that had been lout in full confi-
dence of realizing its value ih return.
Instances were not wanting of old
debts being paid when the paper, mo-

ney was reduced value to more than
seventy for one; and Virginia, it is
said, when three hundred for one.

Mechanical Gkmus. Tho Palric con-

tains following: "A youth, oged
18, belonging to tv rcspectablo family
of Paris, was, about a year ago con-
demned for theft to livo years impris-
onment His conduct in prison being
quite exemplary he gained, tho good
opinion of tho director, who soon re-

marked in him a peculiar aptness for
mechanical contrivances. A fow days
ago ho begged tho director to tell him
what o'clock it was, that ho might set
his watch. 'You havo a watch then V

asked tho director. 'Only since
n. ? iitoruay, sir, sum mo prisoner, aim io

tho astonishment of the director pro- -
duced ono mado of strawM This Iittlo
niostor-piec- o is two and a half inchos
iu diamoter, about half an inch thick,
and will go three hours without
winding up. Tho dial plate is mado of
paper, and a pretty stmw chain is at-

tached to tho whole. The instruuionta
materials tho prisoner had at his

command wero two noodles, a pin, a
little straw and paper. Several per-
sons distinction, moved by this sur-
prising genius for mechanics, aro now
ondeavoring to obtain his liberation.

The GitAvn oir Hunhy Clay. Tho ed-

itor the Fort "Wayne Tivwt has been
on a journey through Kentucky, and
wont to pay his devotions to tho
of Henry Clay. In tho cemetery not
far from Lexington, ho searched for it
first among tlioso covered with ciitab-latur- ed

slabs, obelisks, pyramids and
imposing monuments, but tho iiamo
was found on nono of thoso; ho sought

among less imposing tablets, but
found it not A hid last him
tho spot, whero a little mound, marked,
only by tho footprints of devoted coun-
trymen, told that tho great Commoner
. . ...i!n i- - i n .'nveu in mo ncarts oi tho people,
Nearby was tho monument tiffecttonato- -
ly inscribod by Mr. Clay to his mother.
On an adjoining emiuenco, which is a
beautiful site with au erca of half ah
acre, circular form tho people of
Kentucky aro to erect a monument of
Koutitcky marblo, of beautiful design,
which is to riso u hundred and twentv.
nino foot in height, under which tlio
remains of tho noblo son of our sister
Stato aro to bo deposited.

The following conn (!) mav hn
ti .it ., .1 Si. fl... x!1 t . . . i ? .. f il

Gexius axd Lauoii. Alexander Ham-
ilton onco said to a friend: "Men givo

somo credit for genius. All
genius that I havo lies just in this:
When I havo a subject iu hand I study
it profoundly. Day and night it is bo- -
fore mo. I explore it all its bear
ings. My becomes pervaded

- with it Thou tho ellort which 1 make,
tho pooplo aro pleased to call tho fruit
of genius. It iH the fruit of labor aud
thought.

i liiiiu vim. ii vuiiuviiiiiK , 1UIUIII ill IUU llieM Ol 11 JUSllCOOI UIO
power over tho circulation of the blood peace, but presumo not elsowhero
m tho brain, in tho spinal cord, in tho j It is a literal copy :

ganglia of tho nervous system, aud, "Thon and there to answer to tho
through tho agency of theso nervous lilaiutilV n plea of tho case, for that
centres, also ovory other orgau of horetoforo to wit on tho 20th clay of
tho body, can bo exorcised by means of j March, 1855), tho parties did trado and
cold and heat applied to different parts swapt dogs with an understanding that
of tho back." if tho slut was not what sho was rccom- -

Thus, to direct a fuller flow of blood monded then tho dogs was to bo ox-t- o
tho brain, ho would ico to tho i changed buck all which tho defeud-bac-k

of tho nockj and to dimmish that ant to do together with other
flow, would use, similarly, hot wator wrongs, to wit tho use of tho dog for a
bags. His oxperienco has led him to great length of timo then elapsed."
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